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  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  This meeting of the Arlington Heights Plan 
Commission is called to order.  Would you all please stand and join us in the pledge of 
allegiance? 
   (Pledge of allegiance recited.) 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  Thank you.  Sam, would you take roll call? 
  MR. HUBBARD:  Commissioner Cherwin. 
  COMMISSIONER CHERWIN:  Here. 
  MR. HUBBARD:  Commissioner Dawson. 
  COMMISSIONER DAWSON:  Here. 
  MR. HUBBARD:  Commissioner Drost. 
   (No response.) 
  MR. HUBBARD:  Commissioner Green. 
  COMMISSIONER GREEN:  Here. 
  MR. HUBBARD:  Commissioner Jensen. 
  COMMISSIONER JENSEN:  Here. 
  MR. HUBBARD:  Commissioner Lorenzini. 
  COMMISSIONER LORENZINI:  Here. 
  MR. HUBBARD:  Commissioner Sigalos. 
  COMMISSIONER SIGALOS:  Here. 
  MR. HUBBARD:  Commissioner Warskow. 
  COMMISSIONER WARSKOW:  Here. 
  MR. HUBBARD:  Chairman Ennes. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  Here.  Thank you.  Sam, have all the public notices 
been sent? 
  MR. HUBBARD:  Yes. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  In regard to this hearing? 
  MR. HUBBARD:  For PC# 18-021, they have, yes. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  Okay, we have minutes from two prior meetings, the 
Arlington Executive Plaza and the Southpoint Shopping Center Outlot.  Can we have a motion 
from one of the Commissioners? 
  COMMISSIONER GREEN:  I'll make that motion. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  And a second? 
  COMMISSIONER CHERWIN:  I'll second. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  All in favor? 
   (Chorus of ayes.) 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  Anybody opposed? 
   (No response.) 
  COMMISSIONER CHERWIN:  I'll just abstain for the Southpoint, I recused 
myself. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  Everybody else is in favor?  Okay, we have one 
hearing this evening, European Crystal.  I assume the Petitioner is here.  Could the Petitioner 
please come forward?  Would you spell your name for us? 
  MR. CAZARES:  Sure.  James Cazares, C-a-z-a-r-e-s. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  Okay, James.  Will anybody else be speaking on 
your behalf this evening? 
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  MR. CORCORAN:  Yes.  Steve Corcoran with Eriksson Engineering, C-o-r-
c-o-r-a-n. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  Let me swear you both in while I've got you up here.   
   (Witnesses sworn.) 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  So, I'd like to invite the Petitioner to tell us about your 
new amended proposal. 
  MR. CAZARES:  Well, thank you so much for allowing me to speak today, 
Commissioners.  I appreciate you taking the time.  We now have a name for the hotel.  It is 
called the Chez Hotel.  We are scheduled to, we are planning to open in 2020.  I'm the 
Petitioner, I've been here many times before, and Mr. Corcoran as well, too. 
   To tell you a little bit about the history of our property, it's been 
owned and operated for over 20 years, 21 years right now here in Arlington Heights, and we're 
mostly a banquet facility.  Annually, we have over I think 150 events, and 10 of them are over 
250 guests.  The average group size that we host is 150 guests.  We've operated other hotels.  
I've operated personally a very successful rooftop downtown.  I was very ranked by US News as 
one of the top 15 hotels out of over 250 hotels in a very competitive market.  So, I wanted to give 
you a little bit of background on the facility.   
   We have our site plan, very similar to what was last presented, a 
couple of modifications but nothing really exciting so we'll just pass that.   
   The building is very similar to what was presented last time.  I have it 
side by side over here.  We've made some improvements.  We've made larger windows.  We 
have some more higher efficiency cladding and insulation system that was approved, and will be 
the first time used in Arlington Heights, by the Design Commission.  We have reduced the height 
of the building, it's now 58 feet eight inches tall from the 90 or 100 feet that was proposed 
before. 
   I have the south elevation over here.  It shows the view of the 
building from the highway.  I also presented to the Design Commission the proposed sign.  I had 
gotten a preliminary unanimous approval for the location of that sign as well, too.   
   Bringing you into the building, we have a lobby area that is 
connected directly north to the existing foyer.  I have a preliminary picture of the design.  We're 
incorporating gold tones into the facility.  You know, gold is back, gold was in 20 years ago and 
is coming back in again.  So, we're incorporating the gold that my mom loves delicately into this 
building.  We have a wonderful seating area for our guests.  If the room is not ready, they can 
take a seat over there.  It's kind of our library, and that is right next to the lobby, the front desk, 
conveniently located over there. 
   We also have, I'm sorry, I'm going into a computer also at one time.  
We also have a gym and a business center on the first floor.  There were some changes made. 
We decided to put ADA rooms on the first floor for convenience of our guests.  Take the elevator 
up, go up to the elevator corridor, this gives you a rendering of what we're proposing to do to.  
Some hand-woven carpets as well as every floor will have a different picture, one lady, one 
gentleman, one this, one that.  We've only come up with one so far, but we're working on it. 
   Let's now go into the guest rooms over here.  It's going to be the first 
for the suburbs, a first suburban hotel that is a boutique and independent.  It's going to have 10-
foot ceilings in the guest rooms.  It's going to have triple pane windows.  We're going to have 
wood floors.  We had wood floors at my previous hotel and we learned from some mistakes and 
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we're having our new and improved wood floors over here.  They're even going to extend to the 
restroom, the wood floors.  We're going to have a 70-inch smart TV in the guest rooms.  The 
rooms are about 375 square feet, and the closet is going to be a California custom-made closet 
with glass inlays and lighting inside.  We're also going to have a wet bar in there, and all of the 
furniture in the property is custom designed and unique for this project. 
   Here's the front view.  You can see the wood floors.  We've taken 
away the desks.  Desks have really become not part of the business anymore.  We're working 
with the Village to get a mini bar license, it's something the Village doesn't have but we've been 
working with Staff and it looks like that should be going through.  Some artwork, so on and so 
forth.  
   We're going to have Alexa in the guest room.  Alexa will control the 
lights.  Even our sheets are 400 thread count and organic.  You know, we're local, we're focused 
on the guests, and even little things like the straws are going to be made out of avocadoes.  We 
have to focus, we have to differentiate ourselves, we have to offer something unique, and that's 
the reason why I'm here today. 
   The washrooms, they're going to have a rainfall shower.  Our toilets, 
this may not be so exciting, but I have to mention it's only one gallon per flush and it's not heavy 
duty flush.  Our amenities are going to be locally sourced as well, too. 
   One change to the building is that now we have taken the storage 
and we're converting it to a rooftop terrace.  It is going to be located 58.8 feet high.  It's on the 
sixth floor and half of it will be enclosed and half of it will be outside.  It has some stunning views, 
and I actually took my drone up there and recorded a little video for you so you could take a look 
at what type of views guests can anticipate up there.   
   What we've proposed to Staff and what actually Charles and the 
others have proposed is that we open it up only to hotel guests and banquet attendees, and that 
after that has opened we run additional parking studies and then possibly open it to the public.  
This is going to be about a $2 million investment to add this on to the hotel.  For me to spend $2 
million and take a risk like that, I'm 99 percent sure that this is going to open to the public.  That 
one percent is if I don't make it. 
   This is going to be the first for Arlington Heights.  I know there's 
another proposition in Downtown Arlington Heights to have a rooftop terrace, but this is going to 
be the first hotel that will have a rooftop.  We're no longer the first boutique hotel, unfortunately.  
I had to come to this Commission and to the Staff over three years ago and Rosemont beat us.  
So, they now have the Rose Boutique Hotel, but we'll be at least the first boutique hotel with a 
rooftop terrace. 
   I'm going to show you the video of my drone so you could take a look 
at how it would look up there. 
  MR. HUBBARD:  I'm not seeing how to play the video. 
   (Video from drone played.) 
  MR. CAZARES:  I'm sorry that it didn't come out so well, but it really does 
have some stunning views.  It has views of Downtown Chicago, it's about this small but it's still 
Downtown Chicago.  In the evening, it has wonderful views of the airplanes coming in out of 
O'Hare.  I am an aviation fanatic, I'm also a private pilot, commercial pilot, been doing it for over 
20 years.  So, you know, maybe I'll move my office up there.  But it also has some wonderful 
views of Downtown Arlington Heights as well as the neighboring communities. 
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  MR. HUBBARD:  I'm going to try again, I might be able to play it now. 
  MR. CAZARES:  Okay, thank you. 
   (Video from drone played again.) 
  MR. CAZARES:  Thank you, Sam.  The excitement has been really 
amazing for that rooftop.  I'm going to present to you, I've already booked over 10 contracts for 
2020, and the first one is being in June.  I have one client who wants to book in March.  I'm not 
sure if I'm that risky.  I'm working with the Building Department over here and let's just say it's a 
learning curve.  
   So, parking.  Parking has always been our issue, and we are 
requesting a hypothetical variance for the 172 spots that we have to the 248 spaces that are 
required.  We did a little research over here and, you know, this code was put in 1959 in the 
Village.  There's been some amendments to it but it's been basically the same for 60 years.  You 
can see it still shows that it's still one spot per dwelling.   
   So, we have to take that, you know, into consideration.  Hawaii 
wasn't even a state.  Castro took control of Cuba at that time.  The internet wasn't invented.  So, 
I'm going to take gradual and baby steps with everyone over here and only keep it open to the 
hotel guests and to events, not open to the public, do more counts, and then take the next step. 
   You know, I am the gatekeeper for the hotel.  I know what's 
happening and I've done this before.  I control what comes in and what goes out.  This is an 
example of a contract that we recently secured.  It's June 13th, it is 220 guests.  So, I've blacked 
out the names, just the first name, you know, I don't know if this, I'm sure this will go public but 
we don't want to share their e-mails or telephone number.  We have 220 guests, and of that they 
secured the entire hotel for their wedding day, all 60 rooms and all two suites.  They secured 50 
percent of the hotel the night before and 20 rooms on the day before on Thursday, and 10 on  
Sunday.   
   Those guests selected us because, number one, we offered shuttle 
service to the airport, complementary shuttle service.  Number two, our proximity to the airport, 
we're only 11 minutes drive from the airport.  None of those 60 rooms, of those guests, they're all 
using the shuttle service.  So, when we take a look at this wedding, of 220 guests, it would 
require 60 parking spots for the rooms and X amount for the ballroom.  But the 120 guests or 
100 guests or whatever it may be because, you know, we're not going to count heads and beds, 
are using our service, our complementary shuttle service which is going to also provide shuttle 
service to Downtown Arlington Heights. 
   I have another client that I recently secured as well, too, and this will 
be the last one.  It is June 20th as well, too.  A little bit larger wedding, 250 guests, taking our 
entire hotel on their wedding.  They're going to rent more rooms on the 19th.  They were having 
a lot of people from the East Coast.  You know, my job is not only to sell the hotel, to sell the 
amenities, but I have to sell the area.  I have to tell these people, listen, you'll want your people 
to come over here, you should have your rehearsal on Friday night, you should have it on my 
rooftop, and then you should go to Downtown Arlington Heights and go to the bars and here and 
there and so on and so forth.  It's worked.   
   I've had a lot of success with weddings and I'm going to have a lot of 
success with corporate.  I haven't gotten there yet but I am working on it.  I'm working very 
closely with the Convention Bureau over here, they're very excited.  They brought many groups 
in.  So, I've also looked at partnership with the hotels over here, the Doubletree Hotel, and other 
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hotels that are located in Arlington Heights. 
   Parking, we've had a lot of off-site parking agreements.  I actually 
have talked to my neighbor at Safeguard.  They only have five parking spots, they sent me an e-
mail and said go ahead, use it.  Also, Hamilton Partners which came before this Commission last 
year, they have over 200 parking spots.  I've talked to their counsel, Bruce Garner, and you 
know, once that is rented out, there could be an agreement made.  So, we have over 473 spots 
secured, not including Safeguard and not including a possible surplus of over 200 spots at 
Hamilton Partners. 
   Doubletree which are very nice neighbors, I've been working very 
closely with them.  You know, we did a little study, we took a look at what they have.  They have 
560 parking spots.  They actually have 376 on site.  They have a significant deficit.  Forget about 
the deficit and forget about the parking spots, you just need to pass by their hotel, it's at least 50 
to 60 percent used.  You know, I've talked to them, and they said, James, we need places for 
people to go.  They'd be like we have 100 Korean flight attendants every day that stay at our 
hotel, at the majority of our hotel, we send them to Schaumburg all the time.  There's no place to 
eat down here.  We would love to send them to the rooftop.  I would love to have them.  At this 
moment we'll take baby steps, but I believe that we open the rooftop to the public, this will be a 
key asset to the other hotels.  We'll have a nice, unique amenity that patrons that come from out 
of state or come for business to either Elk Grove or Schaumburg or Arlington Heights will have a 
nice place to go to that's close by. 
   You know, being downtown and having many hotels that all have 
rooftops, we work very well together.  We were getting the groups together, and it's an amenity 
that guests want to have today, in 2018, 2019, and very foreseeable in the future.  You can see 
that with developments we're having here in Downtown Arlington Heights. 
   Thank you so much for allowing me to speak for the third or fourth 
time in front of this Commission.  I'm sorry that I've had to come so many times.  I really believe 
in my project.  I know that this will be excellent.  I know I won't let anyone down, and I look 
forward to inviting each of you personally, no more than two at a time please, to see my rooftop 
so that I can make my final presentation to open this to the public.  Thank you so much. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  James, one question.  The Staff report has several 
conditions at the end of it.  Have you seen those and are you agreeable to those? 
  MR. CAZARES:  Yes, I have seen them.  Yes. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  And you're agreeable? 
  MR. CAZARES:  Yes. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  Okay, thank you.  Sam, would you like to give us your 
report? 
  MR. HUBBARD:  Absolutely.  So, the Plan Commission should be very 
familiar with this project.  This is the third time that this project has come before the Plan 
Commission.  Originally, it was approved I believe back in August of 2018 for a 62-room hotel.  
That was a land use variation.  At that time, it was nine stories.  The Petitioner has revised the 
hotel concept, reducing from nine to six stories, and has increased the room count to 63 rooms.   
   I will note that the Staff report was based on a 62-room hotel 
concept.  It was believed when the Staff report was drafted that one of the rooms shown in the 
plans would need to be eliminated to locate a fire command center.  But it appears that the 
building will not qualify as a high rise and no longer needs to meet the high rise standards, so 
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that room can remain.  So, it would be a 63-room hotel and that of course changes the parking 
variation by one space as well.  So, due to the changes to the hotel plans and the site as well as 
the requested built-out of the rooftop area, an amendment to the previously granted land use 
variation is required.  That's why Petitioner is before you this evening. 
   As I briefly touched upon, there is a required variation to parking, and 
that's to reduce the number of parking spaces from 249 spaces to 172 spaces.  This is due 
primarily to the build-out of the rooftop area which kicks up the parking requirements.  
Additionally, there have been some minor changes to the site, and one of those changes has 
kicked in the requirement for a variation to drive aisle width. 
   So, the project has gone before both the Conceptual Plan Review 
Committee and the Design Commission.  On September 26th, Petitioner appeared before the 
Conceptual Plan Review Committee and presented a revised hotel concept.  At that time, the 
hotel was still proposed at nine stories, but the concept was to change the 62 rooms and make it 
100 rooms.  There was concern expressed by the Conceptual Plan Review Committee about the 
increase in rooms and the parking implications, and whether or not, you know, it could still be 
considered a boutique hotel and why an increase in rooms was required since the Petitioner had 
mentioned when they had testified back earlier in the year that 62 rooms was the economically 
feasible.   Since appearing in front of the Conceptual Plan Review Committee, the Petitioner has 
taken the feedback and listened to what the Conceptual Plan Review Committee members said 
as well as Staff, and reduced the hotel rooms from the originally proposed 100 down to 63 as 
currently proposed which has also corresponded to a reduction in height as previously 
mentioned from nine stories to six stories.   
   On November 28th, the Design Commission met and discussed the 
project.  It received unanimous approval from the Design Commission.  They did recommend 
making one change to the southern elevation to include additional windows on the sixth floor.  
Petitioner has made that change to the plans and the plans before you this evening reflect that 
change. 
   So, just to refresh your memory on what the site looks like, here you 
can see the property bounded in red.  The hotel addition is going to go roughly in that area 
outlined in yellow.  That's where some of the auxiliary banquet facility rooms were located.  The 
Petitioner has since demo-ed that area, and that's where the new hotel addition will go. 
   So, this project has appeared before the Plan Commission and 
Village Board multiple times as I've mentioned.  This is kind of a summary of how it's evolved 
over time.  Relative to the proposal that was approved by the Village Board in August of 2018 
and the current proposal, there are some notable changes, especially relative to the height and 
stories.  As I said, it reduced from nine to six.  You can see the building, length of the building 
increased a little bit to accommodate the same number of rooms in a smaller size height 
building.  The number of parking spaces on site actually increased as approved originally.  In 
August, there was 171; the Petitioner has found space for one additional parking space.  But of 
course, the build-out of the rooftop area kicks up the parking requirements, and now there is a 
77-space parking deficit.   
   As you can see, the footprint of the building increased a little bit by 
close to 2,000 square feet..  The banquet hall spaces remain the same size, but of course the 
rooftop area is now shown and reflected in the current development.  Previously wasn't there, it 
was just storage. 



 
 

 

 LeGRAND REPORTING & VIDEO SERVICES 
 Chicago & Roselle, Illinois - Miami & Orlando, Florida 
 (630) 894-9389 - (800) 219-1212 

   So, visually, you can see some of the changes.  On the top is the 
previously approved plan, and the bottom is the current plan.  The major change is really to the 
foundations.  So, you'll see compared to the previously plan, there is a slight enlargement of the 
footprint.  It has been extended slightly to the south, you could see here, to accommodate for 
those 63 rooms in a building that's shorter. 
   There have been some other changes to the plan.  Originally, there 
was to be a patio in that area highlighted.  It's been changed to parking spaces because that 
patio and outdoor function will now be housed in the rooftop deck.  Additionally, these spaces 
here were added, and the major changes occurred in the front.  So, in order to conform to 
building code requirements and fire lane spacing requirements, the drive aisle there was pushed 
back from the building and parking is put against the building.  That's caused a few changes 
here, some new spaces here, and obviously the reduction of the double-loaded parking on the 
side, only a small portion is the double-loaded parking there now.  There were the elimination of 
some parking spaces here to allow more green space and more setback of the foundation from 
the other actual parking areas. 
   So, as I've mentioned, a variation to the drive aisle width is required. 
I just want to be clear that this drive aisle is located here.  24 feet is required by code, 22 feet is 
what's shown at its closest point here, which is 22 feet, as it moves up here it expands a little bit. 
I think here it's closer to 22.5 feet. 
   Staff is supportive of this variation for several reasons.  Primarily, the 
drive aisle, the reduced width of the drive aisle here, this isn't a drive aisle needed for Fire 
Department access.  If a fire truck pulls in, it's going to come in here and around here and out 
there.  So, it's not going to hamper any fire access given the reduced width in the drive aisle.  
Additionally, this area would be cordoned off for valet parking at peak events, so it's not like cars 
are going to be coming in and out of this area frequently during peak events.  It would only be 
valet during picking up or dropping off a car. 
   These spaces aren't high turnover spaces.  You know, it's not like a 
shopping center where you could have, you know, four or five different trips within a half an hour 
for the same parking space.  These spaces are likely going to be used only once or twice in a 
day or in a peak period, so the reduced width isn't going to have a significant impact on parking 
and circulation.  Finally, because the drive aisle is not double loaded with parking on both sides, 
there's only a small area with double-loaded parking, the reduced width of the drive aisle should 
have a fairly insignificant effect on circulation and access.  So, we are supportive of that 
variation. 
   There is a parking variation as well.  You can see here the parking 
calculations, the variation is primarily due to the addition of the rooftop area that accounts for 73 
out of the 77-space deficit.  Previously, the Petitioner had been granted a four-space variation; 
now of course it's a 77-space variation.  As you've heard, the rooftop will not be open to the 
public.  So, while on paper it creates a parking variation, in practicality its effect on parking 
should be negligible.  It would only be used by guests of the hotel that would already be coming 
to the site or guests of the banquet hall facility that would be there as well.  However, in order to 
ensure that there is no parking demand created by the space, the Staff Development Committee 
has recommended certain limitations on how the hotel and banquet hall can use that space. 
   So, two of the key recommendations relate to the fact that it has to 
be closed to the public and it's only open for hotel patrons, their guests, and banquet hall patrons 
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and their guests.  If the Petitioner does want to open it up to the public, an amendment to the 
land use variation would be required.  Additionally, the sixth floor space can be privately booked 
for events such as a wedding or a banquet or a reception ceremony, but it can only be booked 
for an event if the main banquet hall is unused.  So, that would reduce any peak parking demand 
generated by both the primary banquet hall and this rooftop area. 
   There are additional considerations that we took into account when 
reviewing this variation.  The original conditions of approval from the previous ordinance will still 
apply, so that's going to require the Petitioner to maintain the overflow parking agreements by 
the neighboring property owners and going to require valet parking spaces to be provided on 
site, and the airport shuttle to be provided back and forth from O'Hare. 
   Additionally, the Petitioner has surveyed their banquets during 2018 
and found that banquets in excess of 300 people occurred only about four percent of the time.  
So, peak use of the banquet hall is a rare occurrence.  Again, these overflow parking options still 
exist.   
   So, to highlight those for you, first, you can see the subject property 
bounded in red.  To the south is the green area that's on the Brite-O-Matic site.  There's 23 
spaces there that Petitioner has obtained the ability to use on evenings and weekends.  
Additionally, to the east, there is the Hand to Shoulder Associates site.  There's 29 spaces 
located in that yellow area, and over 100 spaces located to the south of that in that blue area.  
Finally, the Petitioner has also gotten the ability to use the Pace parking facility for parking on 
evenings and weekends.  There's over 250 parking spaces located there. 
   So, given the restrictions on the use of the sixth floor space and the 
conditions of approval that are in the previous ordinances, we see that there are contingency 
plans in place and we are supportive of the variation to reduce the parking requirements.  We do 
have six conditions of approval, I'm sorry, seven conditions of approval, and the Petitioner has 
agreed to abide by those.  I'm happy to go into detail on any of those if the Plan Commission 
would like.  That concludes my presentation. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  Thank you, Sam.  Can we have a motion to approve 
the Staff report? 
  COMMISSIONER JENSEN:  So moved. 
  COMMISSIONER CHERWIN:  Second. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  Is there a second? 
  COMMISSIONER CHERWIN:  Second. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  There's a second.  All in favor? 
   (Chorus of ayes.) 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  Anybody opposed? 
   (No response.) 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  Okay, I'd like to move on to questions from the 
Commissioners.  I'm thinking since a lot of this was covered at the meeting in September, why 
don't we start with the Commissioners that weren't at the prior meeting?  Sue, would you like to 
start? 
  COMMISSIONER DAWSON:  I was at the prior meeting. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  You were?  Okay. 
  COMMISSIONER DAWSON:  I've been at both the prior meetings. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  Not the prior Plan Commission meeting. 
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  COMMISSIONER DAWSON:  Oh, you mean the Comprehensive -- 
  COMMISSIONER GREEN:  Conceptual Review. 
  COMMISSIONER DAWSON:  Oh, that one.  Well, I'm happy to start but I 
have no questions.   
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  You have no questions? 
  COMMISSIONER DAWSON:  No.  I've been in support of this project 
through all of its iterations and I'm still in support of this project. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  John, were you at the Comprehensive Plan? 
  COMMISSIONER SIGALOS:  Yes, I was. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  You were.  Who wasn't at the Comprehensive Plan?  
Mary Jo, would you like to start? 
  COMMISSIONER WARSKOW:  I don't have any questions, just comments. 
I appreciate the efficiency considerations made in the hotel.  In terms of the rooftop, I know that's 
a big selling point and a big reason why we're here tonight.  I, for a number of different family 
events, sought out rooftop venues in Downtown Chicago, so I can, and from having difficulty in 
acquiring times that we wanted, I can tell you that it is a draw and it is going to definitely be a 
positive component of the hotel.  So, I am very supportive of the rooftop.   
   We actually have one right next door from the building I work at.  It's 
beautiful.  People love it.  I think it's a great addition. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  Okay, Joe? 
  COMMISSIONER LORENZINI:  Yes, I have a quick question for the 
Petitioner please.  So, first of all, I want to say your renderings of the rooms were pretty nice, 
they're pretty impressive looking rooms.  But square feet-wise, they're rather small.  Is that 
comparable to other hotels?  How does that compare with other hotel rooms? 
  MR. CAZARES:  I think our rooms are 385 square feet.  Most of the 
suburban hotels are 340 to 320.  The building was actually made wider.  Before, it was narrower, 
I don't know exactly, but the building was made wider. 
  COMMISSIONER GREEN:  The rooms are at 321 square feet. 
  MR. CAZARES:  Okay, yes.  So, 10-foot ceilings, designed accordingly.  
Originally, first plan was the room was wider.  There's a lot of dead space in there, so I adjusted 
it.  We didn't feel it was appropriate. 
  COMMISSIONER LORENZINI:  Okay, second question.  How are you 
going to control who comes up to the sixth floor?  I mean what's to stop anybody from driving, 
parking and going up to the sixth floor lounge other than you have to now hook up to a guest? 
  MR. CAZARES:  I think I have covered this before, but --- 
  COMMISSIONER LORENZINI:  Please do it again, thank you. 
  MR. CAZARES:  I'm sorry? 
  COMMISSIONER LORENZINI:  Please do it again. 
  MR. CAZARES:  Yes, absolutely.  I mean, you know, if someone really 
wants to go up there, they're going to have to take the stairs.  They're going to have to go up six 
flights of stairs.  The elevator is going to have an RFID key card access.  Most new hotels have 
that.  It restricts you from the floor that you're on, lobby, say I'm supposed to be on the fifth floor. 
I'd have access to the fifth floor, and then I could have access to the rooftop.  A patron off the 
street would really have to figure out that they'd have to go up the fire egress. 
  COMMISSIONER LORENZINI:  All right, that's fine.  Thank you, that's all I 
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have. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  Okay, any of the other Commissioners? 
  COMMISSIONER JENSEN:  Well, just informational, I'm very supportive of 
the project, I think it's a good project.  Just a couple of things that are just sort of informational or 
curiosity on my part.  Your room charge you're going to have?  I mean these are obviously 
upscale rooms.  So, how are they going to compare with the room charges of the hotels in the 
area? 
  MR. CAZARES:  We are, I still consider ourselves as a four-star hotel.  We 
are very upscale compared to any of the hotels in the area, even compared to the Renaissance 
and the Loews hotel.  The clients that I have already secured in June, the rate is $179 for the 
rent of a guest room and $400 for our suites.  I know in the previous presentations, we had STR 
and Ted Mandigo over here.  The rates in Arlington Heights are about $99 per night.  So, I'm 
already securing at $80 plus. 
  COMMISSIONER JENSEN:  Just a little curiosity on the name Chez Hotel.  
If my three years of French from 55 years ago in high school serves me well, chez means the 
home of. 
  MR. CAZARES:  Right. 
  COMMISSIONER JENSEN:  So, I was a little curious about a title Home of 
Hotel. 
  MR. CAZARES:  Well, it's our main brand.  It will be called, at the end it will 
be Chez Arlington.  Then there'll be another Chez that will be X, Y, Z and so on and so forth. 
  COMMISSIONER JENSEN:  Well, that makes more sense to me. 
  MR. CAZARES:  So, right now it's just Chez Hotel.  It's the general flag, and 
when we open this we'll make this Chez Arlington. 
  COMMISSIONER JENSEN:  Great, thank you. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  Bruce? 
  COMMISSIONER GREEN:  I still have a concern about the parking here.  I 
have since day one, and at the Plat and Sub I was very much concerned about the parking 
because it was even a larger deficit than we have now.  I don't question the fact that the rooftop 
is a very desirable thing to have.  That's really not my concern here.  I think it's great.  I think the 
amenities you have there are great.  I just think that there, I think from what I read in the report, 
for instance, the rooftop is open to people staying at the hotel and their guests.  So, do the 
guests get a card to be able to ride the elevator to get up there?  Then how do they get up 
there? 
  MR. CAZARES:  They have to come up with the guests.  So, if you are 
staying at my hotel and your friend would want to come, you would have to escort them upstairs. 
They would have no access to come.  You'd have to come down from your guest room and bring 
them in and take them up. 
  COMMISSIONER GREEN:  No, I get it.  I just was curious to how that was 
going to work.  Again, my concern is just that, by your own admission, you'd want to open this up 
to the public and you think you're going to be able to do that.  I am just concerned about the 
parking.  We have, I'm not one to adhere to any kind of precedent being set, but this is a very 
large deficit that you're asking for here on this project.  I just think it's, I have a difficulty going 
along with that large of a deficit. 
  MR. CAZARES:  Commissioner Green, you know, there was something 
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that was circulated between me and Staff and I will present it to you over here as well, too, since 
you brought up that question.  I want to make sure that you're comfortable.  I had talked to Robin 
Ward, and I said, Robin, listen, I said I want to provide the security net that everyone wants to 
have over here in the Village.  It's something, we're going to be the first one, it's going to be new, 
we're the first, I understand, I completely understand.  I said, Robin, I said let me open this to the 
public and let me give you leverage.  I will give you my liquor license as leverage.  So, if you 
have complaints or you have problems, take my liquor license away. 
   You know, I'm giving my arm, you know, and my license because I 
believe in this and I want to provide you with that safety net.  I don't want to have a parking 
problem and I haven't had a parking problem in 21 years.  With every single one of my neighbors 
in support of it and allowing me to use their parking, I believe that when the hotel opens, and 
when it even opens to the public, there will not be a problem.  I am still the gatekeeper, I will 
control it.   
   If I have my liquor license, you know, when I did this with Alderman 
Riley downtown -- 
  COMMISSIONER GREEN:  Okay, I get all that.  Let me just stop you here.  
If you open it to the public, how are you going to control that?  That's beyond your control.  If you 
open that to the public, you can't stop anybody from coming up there. 
  MR. CAZARES:  I can absolutely stop anyone. 
  COMMISSIONER GREEN:  How are you going to do that?  How are you 
going to discriminate against, you know, patron number 205 versus patron number 25? 
  MR. CAZARES:  I had this at the hotel the entire time.  When I felt the 
occupancy had been reached, people were not allowed up the elevator and the rooftop was 
closed.  When we have a private event happening, there are no people from the public.  Ms. -- 
  COMMISSIONER WARSKOW:  Warskow. 
  MR. CAZARES:  -- Warskow, I'm sorry. 
  COMMISSIONER WARSKOW:  That's okay. 
  MR. CAZARES:  You know, you had searched a family function on rooftop 
and you know that when you would go on a Saturday night to a rooftop at Godfrey or at London 
House or at the Ivy, you would be turned away. 
  COMMISSIONER WARSKOW:  Yes.  Absolutely. 
  MR. CAZARES:  You would be turned away instantly because we are 
closed, we have a private event, it's not available.  I recently went to New York to take a look at 
some of the new rooftops they're having.  They're a little bit a step above Chicago.  You know 
what, I got nowhere on a Saturday night.  I had to go Sunday morning at breakfast and talk to my 
friends at the front desk to let the maintenance guy up there so I can take a look.  It's just, you 
know, we control that.   
   So, the last thing that I would need is for any of my neighbors to 
come to the Board or this Commission and say, listen, there's a huge problem.  I'm willing to 
provide that leverage, Mr. Green, to yourself and the Commission. 
  COMMISSIONER GREEN:  Okay, great.  Thank you. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  Commissioner Cherwin? 
  COMMISSIONER CHERWIN:  Yes, I mean I've been through the different 
variations of it.  Yes, I appreciate the detail, you know, and the effort in making this a nice place. 
You know, I think the rooftop as my fellow Commissioners have said is a great amenity.   
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   I think on the parking I'm comfortable given where we started.  I was 
definitely concerned and I think Mr. Cazares has made a lot of progress in establishing, you 
know, connections with his neighbors to prepare for eventual overflow.  I think there's 
incremental checkpoints in here that will allow Mr. Cazares to determine if he can, I think he's 
very confident that he can open to the public.  But I think until that happens, the parking deficit is 
not a practical concern because I think that that deficit is, the way the number comes out is 
because of the rooftop.  Since they're kind of mutually exclusive uses right now, that deficit 
doesn't really come into play.  So, I think there's enough checks going forward to make sure that 
it's done in a smart way and that, you know, if there are parking issues, of course, you know, Mr. 
Cazares knows his business and he knows he has to keep his clients happy, that they'll be dealt 
with. 
   So, I'm fine with the proposed project and I support it. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  Thank you.  Commissioner Sigalos? 
  COMMISSIONER SIGALOS:  Yes, I have a question regarding the parking. 
Do you have written agreements with these neighbors?  Or are these all verbal agreements? 
  MR. CAZARES:  Yes, we do have written agreements.  I didn't present 
them this time because I think last time we presented it.  But we have agreements with all of 
them, and one of them being over 21 years. 
  COMMISSIONER SIGALOS:  What's 21 years? 
  MR. CAZARES:  A 21-year agreement with Brite-O-Matic, with our neighbor 
to the south of us.  We've had an agreement with them since we built the facility in 2001.  
  COMMISSIONER SIGALOS:  They have a leased amount of parking 
spaces available for you? 
  MR. CAZARES:  Right directly south of us, correct. 
  COMMISSIONER SIGALOS:  The other thing, I'm a little confused when 
one of the conditions says the sixth floor space shall be closed to the public.  Yet you're saying 
the hotel down the street, Courtyard, they're anxious to bring people over to the rooftop.  Isn't 
that the sixth floor space? 
  MR. CAZARES:  That is, yes. 
  COMMISSIONER SIGALOS:  So, isn't this a contradiction? 
  MR. CAZARES:  Well, they're not allowed to come.  They may be anxious, 
but they're not coming. 
  COMMISSIONER DAWSON:  He said once they open it to the public, he 
will invite them.  If he gets permission. 
  MR. CAZARES:  Right.  They love the idea, they want to send, I said you 
know, unfortunately, I mean I did ask Charles and I did ask Sam for a condition that we could 
allow the Commissioner and the Board members twice at a time to come when the hotel opens 
to physically see it as well.  So, I think that's going to be a very important aspect.  Instead of us 
putting PowerPoints and videos, I think we can actually sit there and you're there and you come 
on a Saturday night and you see it and you believe it and you park your car yourself and you see 
there is no overflow, I think that's going to be what will make this the 99 percent. 
  COMMISSIONER SIGALOS:  Okay, I now understand that.  I know you 
made that comment before about how you'll control it until it's open to the public.  It's only guests 
that are going to have a key card to activate the elevator.  I've been in hotels and I've seen 
people coming in, oh, I forgot my key card, can you press floor such and such, and people do it. 
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  MR. CAZARES:  Well, you know what, it's -- 
  COMMISSIONER SIGALOS:  You're going to have that there at your hotel, 
too. 
  MR. CAZARES:  It's sad, because you know what, at the W Hotels just 
down the street at 100 East Ontario, they did something like that.  A housekeeper was cleaning 
a room and the door wasn't closed and a gentleman went on the floor and raped her, violently 
raped her.  You know, that cost the hotel a lot of money.  Always at my hotel, I scan their ID, I 
have a picture of their face, and we control that because my number one concern are my 
employees.  We have people that worked for us for over 20 years.  My housekeepers are 
vigilantly on my side over here, we're a non-union hotel.  We pay excellent and, you know, my 
first concern is my housekeeper, you know, and we really enforce that.  Unfortunately, there are 
crazy people and I can't control everything that happens. 
  COMMISSIONER SIGALOS:  No, you can't. 
  MR. CAZARES:  Which is a shame.  In the hotel business, there are a lot of 
crazy people, trust me, I deal with them all the time, but we have to kind of try nicely to restrict 
them.  Unfortunately, you know, there will be one person that will figure out that he can walk up 
six flight of stairs to get up there, and I will kick them out.  Hopefully, we'll put those controls in 
place. 
  COMMISSIONER SIGALOS:  The last question I have, and I was at this 
last Comprehensive Review Committee meeting and I questioned the size of your rooms.  
Again, you've compressed them all and made them smaller and you still want to call these 
boutique rooms.  But I still don't see a closet in there. 
  MR. CAZARES:  There is a closet. 
  COMMISSIONER SIGALOS:  Where is it?  I just -- 
  MR. CAZARES:  It's a beautiful closet. 
  COMMISSIONER SIGALOS:  I looked at your plan; I saw the elevations 
that you had of a typical guest room.  I mean maybe I'm missing something, but I don't even see 
a closet in these rooms. 
  MR. CAZARES:  There is a closet, Mr. Sigalos.  You know what, I was 
thinking about you.  I was in a trip this January to China and I had my very good friend for over 
10 years as the people who manufacture some items for me, and they presented a beautiful 
closet.  It's going to have clear glass in the front, gold hand rails, lighting built in there, and the 
safe is going to be mounted.  It's going to be a closet that no other hotel in the subset and not 
even downtown, so you know what, when this is done, I'm going to personally send you one 
closet to your house.  It's an amazing closet.  It really is going to be amazing. 
   It's actually being built and manufactured and then installed.  It's not 
in the physical demising walls, because the physical demising walls didn't give this closet justice. 
  COMMISSIONER SIGALOS:  No, because the rooms are so small. 
  MR. CAZARES:  I don't agree with you on that. 
  COMMISSIONER SIGALOS:  All right, that's all I have. 
  COMMISSIONER GREEN:  John, if I could help you?  You hang this way, 
not this way. 
  MR. CAZARES:  We know you have an immense wardrobe and we want to 
make sure that you're taken care of. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  Commissioner Dawson? 
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  COMMISSIONER DAWSON:  I'm good. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  You're good.  Okay, I do have a couple of questions 
for the Petitioners, if you'd come back up please?  I, too, have a problem with the parking.  I 
hope it doesn't become a problem.  But your lease documents for parking access, are those part 
of the package?  Have those been entered into the record as part of the approval, that those 
exist?  They're one of the contingencies, right? 
  MR. HUBBARD:  Right. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  That if there's a parking problem, he has these 
leases in place and he'd be able to use these? 
  MR. HUBBARD:  Right, yes.  I do have them, they are part of our project file 
here.  They don't need to be made specifically a part of this application, but I can verify that I've 
seen both the agreement with Brite-O-Matic, Hand to Shoulder Associates, and Pace. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  I like the fact that the Petitioner is committing to the 
fact that if there is a problem and he's not able to resolve the parking problem, that he's willing to 
give up the liquor license.  Will there only be one liquor license or is there going to be a liquor 
license for the sixth floor and a liquor license for the facility? 
  MR. CAZARES:  So, I didn't commit to that.  That was a discussion that me 
and Robin had, and I presented that to you.  I think Mr. Green asked me the question of when 
this opens up to the public, what type of leverage could the Village have.  With my conversation 
with Robin, I offered her my liquor license saying that if/when the rooftop -- 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  Well, is it part of the deal or not? 
  MR. CAZARES:  It's not part of this deal, no. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  Because I read it in the prior proposal, you 
mentioned it tonight. 
  MR. CAZARES:  Right, it's not part of this deal.  But if you'd let me open the 
rooftop to the public today so I don't have to come back anymore, then we can make it part of 
this deal. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  Well, I don't think that's going to happen.  But then I 
don't decide. 
  MR. HUBBARD:  We can certainly explore that as a condition of approval if 
and when the Petitioner comes forward to request an amendment to open this space to the 
public. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  Okay, if there's a parking problem and you don't have 
access for that property in 15 years, let's say, and that there is a parking problem because it's 
very successful, the hotel and the banquets, then what is your commitment?  I mean you won't 
go, you might not be able to go out and buy additional land.  Other facilities might have 
developed to the point where they can't give you that parking space anymore.  I still don't 
understand how with Pace, would you expect customers to run across that street at night to 
come to a wedding or a banquet?  My wife would never do that.  I've been to your facility many 
times for functions. 
  MR. CAZARES:  Thank you so much for coming to our facility. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  But I'd never go across that road.  So, how would you 
expect people to do that?  Or are you going to have valet people running across that highway?  
That seems very dangerous. 
  MR. CAZARES:  Thank you, Mr. Ennes, for asking that question.  I thought 
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about that very seriously from the last time I came over here.  You know, when you asked me 
that question, I actually went to my hotel and I sat in the lobby, we're at 233 East Ontario and 
kitty corner with Northwestern Hospital, we lease out spaces where our customers and valet, or 
valet, I'm sorry, we don't have self parking, valet will park.  I watched the valet staff and this will 
be the same staff that will work here at this hotel as well.  It's no more than 150 feet away, the 
parking lot, from our current hotel to where we use our spots.  I said I never see you walk, I said I 
never see you guys walk to the, what are you guys doing?   
   You know, these valet guys, it will be used for valet, I think last time I 
presented that.  So, it wouldn't be advertised to anybody coming in that they could go use Pace, 
but the valet will drive there.  They're not going to walk.  They don't walk 20 feet and they're not 
going to walk the 150 feet across Algonquin road.  So, we would never see patrons, it's not going 
to be advertised on a sign that, you know, there's additional parking at Pace.  This is something 
that we would have only for valet. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  So, will valet people be running across to Algonquin 
Road to get cars? 
  MR. CAZARES:  Well, no, they won't.  We'll never use Pace parking lot.  It's 
just a hypothetical backup that Staff wanted us to have and that the Board and that this 
Commission has requested.  We have on the side of, the southern side of Algonquin Road, we 
have over 200 overflow parking spots.  Plus, with Hamilton Partners being developed, we could 
have 400 overflow spots.  The 200 parking spots that Pace offered us is really a gesture of us 
being a good neighbor.  When Pace developed their property two years ago, we allowed all of 
their employees to park on our property, and they said, you know, James, we'd love to see the 
hotel.  We want to see this being developed and we're willing to give you an indefinite amount to 
use our parking.  We'll really never use it.  It's there; it's available, but we can come up with 
options. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  Okay, I understand what you're saying, because you 
agree with me that you wouldn't want to be having people or valet -- 
  MR. CAZARES:  Never.  I mean our insurance would never, it would never 
happen. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  Has Hamilton actually bought that property?  Do they 
own it?  Are they moving ahead? 
  MR. HUBBARD:  They have a building permit; they've started construction, 
yes. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  So, they were able to resolve their problems with the 
adjoining? 
  MR. HUBBARD:  They did. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  Okay, good to know.  So, my other question was how 
many liquor licenses are you going to have for this facility? 
  MR. CAZARES:  I have no idea. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  You mentioned something about liquor licenses for 
the mini bars? 
  MR. CAZARES:  Right.  So, the Village of Arlington Heights does not have 
a mini bar liquor license.  So, I talked with Mayor Hayes and Robin and we're going to, they're 
working on developing some type of ordinance to pass that so that we could have that at our 
hotel.  How many liquor licenses, I'm not sure how this municipality works.  Downtown, I think I 



 
 

 

 LeGRAND REPORTING & VIDEO SERVICES 
 Chicago & Roselle, Illinois - Miami & Orlando, Florida 
 (630) 894-9389 - (800) 219-1212 

had seven, one for the mini bar, one for the restaurant, one for room service, one for the rooftop. 
I still don't understand why anyone would have seven liquor licenses, but you know, Chicago is a 
funny place.   
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  No kidding. 
  MR. CAZARES:  I think one would be enough.  If you're selling liquor, you're 
selling liquor.  I have no idea; I'm assuming one. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  Okay, I was asking that in line with if you were going 
to give up a liquor license if there was a parking problem, were you going to give up just the sixth 
floor one or is there just one for the whole building.  How serious was this commitment?  So, that 
is something that is being worked out and it's not one of the conditions of our approval tonight? 
  MR. HUBBARD:  Right.  Until he actually requests an amendment to 
whatever is potentially approved this evening, it won't be open to the public.  If and when it is, it 
will have to go through an amendment process and we will examine exactly, you know, what the 
liquor license is, if we have the legal authority to restrict, you know, to use that as leverage and, 
you know, how it would be restricted.  So, we would cross that bridge when we get to it. 
  MR. CAZARES:  I'm willing to offer my entire facility for liquor license, the 
entire building. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  I'm not going to get into that.  Okay, why did you go 
from nine stories to six?  Was it primarily the cost of building those higher floors? 
  MR. CAZARES:  Yes, the cost was significant.  We started getting quotes, it 
was out of sight.  The room layout, I did change the layout as well so I didn't necessarily agree 
100 percent because there was a lot of dead space, and that is what caused the building to drop 
down to six floors.  If I keep the height at nine floors, then there would be about 100 rooms.  
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  But it works for you at 320 square feet, you figure 
that's a large enough room out here? 
  MR. CAZARES:  Yes, you know, I had 63 rooms downtown; it's amazing.  
63 downtown, 63 over here, and the first room always to sell was the small room.  The suites are 
very difficult.  We had 52 suites at the hotel.  We would triple or quadruple sell the studio rooms 
before we could sell the suites or try to up-sell.  
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  People want that size, they just don't want to pay for 
it. 
  MR. CAZARES:  Nobody wants to pay and everyone is online and looking 
at, you know, a dollar or 50 cents. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  One other question, on this picture up here, on the 
top, that space there, is that just the adjoining room?  I assume? 
  MR. CAZARES:  Yes. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  With the gray background, it almost looked like that 
was a little tunnel wall. 
  MR. CAZARES:  You know, I know Mr. Green and Mr. Sigalos has 
concerns about the rooms.  I'm also going to offer everyone a one-night stay at the hotel when it 
opens so you can see what 10 feet does on the room. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  Scratch that from the record.  We don't take any -- 
  COMMISSIONER CHERWIN:  We don't take bribes. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  I appreciate that. 
  MR. CAZARES:  It's not a bribe; it's a business trip. 
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  COMMISSIONER DAWSON:  No, no, no, I know. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  We're being a little light but it's very serious to us.   
  MR. CAZARES:  Of course, yes. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  We want you to be a success.  You've been success 
here for a long time.  But parking is a big concern because once it's built, you can't add any more 
parking, or it's very difficult. 
  MR. CAZARES:  Yes, and I'll talk to Robin about that, you know, because I 
know in Chicago, the alderman renews our liquor license.  So, you know, we'll try to do 
something.  If this is such a success and we're doing gangbusters, I will put a $5 million garage 
up there. 
  COMMISSIONER CHERWIN:  Mr. Ennes, can I just follow up real quick? 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  Well, if you'd have done the garage before, you could 
have had the 100 rooms. 
  MR. CAZARES:  I know.  I would like to, it's just $5 million, and I'll tell you 
for $5 million I'm going to go buy myself a hotel in Costa Rica. 
  COMMISSIONER CHERWIN:  Mr. Ennes, can I just really quick clarify 
something? 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  Sure. 
  COMMISSIONER CHERWIN:  So, I just want to make sure I'm getting this 
right as we're talking about the parking and the concerns about it.  I want to make sure I'm 
understanding this right.  So, Sam, we're at about 77-spot deficit right now, right?  That is mostly 
driven by the fact that we've got the rooms, we've got the banquet space, and we've got the 
rooftop.  But I think what you're saying is if that rooftop were to not be used at all, our deficit 
would almost be netted out, right? 
  MR. HUBBARD:  Like three or four spaces. 
  COMMISSIONER CHERWIN:  Like three or four spaces.  So, in reality, that 
deficit is being driven by people who, they're not going to be additional users, they're going to be 
the same individual people who are there, maybe there's a few guests that come.  But generally, 
until we get to that point where it's open to the public, that 77 or so plus or minus incremental 
spaces are kind of phantom spaces because the people are already going to be here at the 
hotel. 
  MR. HUBBARD:  Yes, that's the theory behind it.  Yes. 
  COMMISSIONER CHERWIN:  So, if we start to open it up to the public, 
that calculation may change, and then hopefully at that point Mr. Cazares will either determine, 
you know, that the practical use of it is, you know, not going to be driving more or if he has to 
implement some of the off-site.  I think we determined at the last meeting, if I'm correct, the peak 
load on those other sites south of Algonquin don't necessarily come into the same peak load as 
your parking, correct?  So, we can use that harmoniously, right? 
  MR. HUBBARD:  Their peaks are not evenings and weekends when James' 
peak is. 
  COMMISSIONER CHERWIN:  Right, okay.  I just wanted to make that 
clear. Thank you.  Sorry to interrupt. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  Thank you.  The two adjoining properties that you 
have parking agreement, the one to the south and the one to the east, what's the total?  Is your 
lot level and connected to those? 
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  MR. CAZARES:  To the south, yes.  To the east, I think they're a couple of 
inches different in grade.  You can just walk right over. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  You can, but could somebody from your parking lot, 
can they drive to those spots?  Are these spots on the lot to the east -- 
  MR. HUBBARD:  No, they'd have to go out to Algonquin Road. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  I'm sorry? 
  MR. HUBBARD:  They'd have to travel out on Algonquin Road. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  And come back around to those.  Okay, so, now 
would that be something your valets would then use?  If they need to? 
  MR. CAZARES:  I haven't gotten that far.  You know, the most convenient is 
Brite-O-Matic which is directly south. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  Okay, right to the south.  But that's just, what, five 
spots or something? 
  MR. CAZARES:  No, it's -- 
  MR. HUBBARD:  23. 
  MR. CAZARES:  23. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  Oh, 23 back there.   
  MR. CAZARES:  And we've never used them. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  Then how many to the east? 
  MR. HUBBARD:  To the east, there's 29 spaces directly abutting the 
property to the east. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  So, we have 40 to 50 spots. 
  MR. HUBBARD:  Plus 100 more. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  Adjacent, not directly accessible but adjacent, which 
may eat up most of that 70. 
  MR. HUBBARD:  Right.  Let me show you. 
  MR. CAZARES:  And I have five from Safeguard.  But we're not going to 
use any of them.  We really won't, we won't need them.  I plan to come back to this Commission 
and do more studies when the hotel is open to show you that we have actually surplus parking.   
  MR. HUBBARD:  So, these are the 23 spaces at Brite-O-Matic.  They're 
directly adjacent to the site.  Then there's 29 spaces right here on the Hand to Shoulder's, and 
then down even farther south here, there's over 100 additional spaces.  Some of those are used 
by Pace but, you know, there's over 100 spaces more down here. 
  COMMISSIONER LORENZINI:  Chairman, I have one other question. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  Okay. 
  COMMISSIONER LORENZINI:  It's just something I was curious about,  
something you said.  When you talked to the other hotel, the Doubletree, they said they had to 
send their people to Schaumburg.  Why wouldn't they send them to Arlington Heights 
Downtown? 
  MR. CAZARES:  That would be a question you'd have to ask them.  But in 
the southern part of Arlington Heights, I know Mr. Bill Enright is working on redeveloping that 
area and putting bike paths and putting a brewery and so on and so forth.  But it's a little bit 
desolate down there right now.  There needs to be some type of services, some food and 
services.  We really don't have that.  Unfortunately, Schaumburg does.  That's like I guess the 
black and white answer.  
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  COMMISSIONER LORENZINI:  Thank you. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  Okay, any other questions? 
  MR. CAZARES:  I'll tell you this, I'm sorry, I'm going to continue, my 
partnership with CorePower Yoga, with also CrossFit Gym, we need to educate the people to 
come here, you know.  These front desk agents over here, trust me, I work here now full time 
and I look at my competition, they have no idea of what's going on in Downtown Arlington 
Heights.  They have no idea.  You know, they probably don't live in Arlington Heights, they don't 
have meetings about it, and there is no connection with being over here.  There needs to be 
some type of amenity that we're going to offer to the guests saying please go and try this yoga, 
please go do crossfit in the morning, please go do this, so that they can actually stand here, walk 
here and be here.  That's going to I think be a key element to, when I'm presenting to the 
customers, to have at rehearsal dinners over here and what I'm going to present to our corporate 
clients saying you should come here, have your two, three-day meeting, and let me show you all 
these wonderful things that we can do here in Downtown Arlington Heights. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  Thank you.   
  MR. CAZARES:  Thank you. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  Are there any questions from anybody in the 
audience? 
   (No response.) 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  Seeing none, Commissioners, any deliberations 
among ourselves or is there a motion? 
  COMMISSIONER DAWSON:  I'll make a motion. 
  MR. HUBBARD:  Close the public hearing first. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  Yes, I should close the public portion of the meeting.  
  COMMISSIONER DAWSON:  So, I'll make a motion.  
 
A motion to recommend to the Village Board of Trustees approval of PC# 18-021, an 
Amendment to Land Use Variation Ordinance 18-028 to allow for modifications to the 
previously approved hotel development plan, and the following variations: 
 
1. Chapter 28, Section 10.4, to reduce the required number of parking spaces 
 from 249 spaces to 172 spaces. 
2. Chapter 28, Section 10.2-8, to reduce the required drive aisle width from 24 
 feet to 22 feet for the northernmost drive aisle. 
 
Approval shall be subject to the following conditions: 
 
Parking/Traffic: 

1. If it is determined, at the sole discretion of the Village, that the subject 
property is creating a parking problem or creating an unsafe impact on 
traffic along the private access drive and along Algonquin Road, the 
Petitioner shall work with the Village to resolve the situation through the 
staggering of event times, the limiting of event sizes, restrictions on 
hours/days of operation for the banquet hall and sixth floor space, 
contracting with the Police Department to provide traffic control personnel, 
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the addition of further offsite parking areas, or any other option as 
determined appropriate by the Village. 

 
Sixth Floor Space: 

2. The sixth floor space shall be closed to the public and shall only be available 
to hotel patrons and their guests, and for banquet hall patrons.  Any change 
to open this space up to the general public will require an amendment to this 
Land Use Variation. 

3. The sixth floor space may be privately booked for events (banquet, wedding, 
et cetera), provided that the main banquet hall is left unused during the time 
when the event is taking place on the sixth floor (i.e., the main banquet hall 
may not be used concurrently with the sixth floor event). 

 
General Hotel: 

4. The exercise room (or any proposed spa), as well as the first floor cafe and 
seating area, must be ancillary to the hotel and shall not be available for 
reservation/use by the general public. 

5. The Business Center/Office on the first floor shall not be available for 
meetings, conferences, et cetera. 

6. The site landscaping shall be revised to conform with the 12/19/18 landscape 
review comments from Derek Mach. 

7. The Petitioner shall comply with all applicable federal, state, and Village 
codes, regulations, and policies. 

 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  Okay, Sam, would you take the roll? 
  MR. HUBBARD:  Is there a second? 
  COMMISSIONER WARSKOW:  Second. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  And a second. 
  MR. HUBBARD:  Commissioner Cherwin. 
  COMMISSIONER CHERWIN:  Yes. 
  MR. HUBBARD:  Commissioner Green. 
  COMMISSIONER GREEN:  Yes. 
  MR. HUBBARD:  Commissioner Jensen. 
  COMMISSIONER JENSEN:  Yes, with comment. 
  COMMISSIONER GREEN:  With comment myself as well. 
  MR. HUBBARD:  Commissioner Lorenzini. 
  COMMISSIONER LORENZINI:  Yes. 
  MR. HUBBARD:  Commissioner Sigalos. 
  COMMISSIONER SIGALOS:  Yes. 
  MR. HUBBARD:  Chairman Ennes. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  Yes. 
  MR. HUBBARD:  Commissioner Dawson. 
  COMMISSIONER DAWSON:  Yes. 
  MR. HUBBARD:  Commissioner Warskow. 
  COMMISSIONER WARSKOW:  Yes. 
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  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  So, you have a unanimous approval from the Plan 
Commission.  We have comments from the Commissioners. 
  COMMISSIONER JENSEN:  Just a comment.  I think you're to be 
commended for your perseverance in working through all of the iterations of this.  I also want to 
commend you for your, you know, for your commitment to Arlington Heights and wanting to stay 
in Arlington Heights and bring more people here.  So, I think you've done a good job through a 
number of iterations, and I certainly wish you success. 
  COMMISSIONER GREEN:  My only comment is I think it's a great project; I 
always have from day one.  I still have a concern about parking.  But you are, I would say, 
sufficiently on the line for that.  So, good luck! 
  MR. HUBBARD:  We are tentatively targeting January 22nd for a Village 
Board meeting, but that's going to be determined based on scheduling. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  Good luck! 
  MR. CAZARES:  Thank. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  Okay, any other business? 
  MR. HUBBARD:  None. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  Okay, do we have a motion to adjourn? 
  COMMISSIONER WARSKOW:  So moved. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  And a second? 
  COMMISSIONER GREEN:  Second. 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  Everybody wants to adjourn.  All in favor? 
   (Chorus of ayes.) 
  CHAIRMAN ENNES:  This meeting is adjourned. 
    (Whereupon, the above-mentioned petition was adjourned 
    at 8:37 p.m.) 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS ) 
                     )  SS. 
COUNTY OF COOK  ) 
 
 
 
 
 
   I, RONALD LeGRAND, SR., depose and  
 
say that I am a digital court reporter doing business in the State of Illinois; 
 
that I reported verbatim the foregoing proceedings and that the foregoing 
 
is a true and correct transcript to the best of my knowledge and ability. 
 
 
                                              
 
 
             ___________________________                                
             RONALD LeGRAND, SR. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO 
 
BEFORE ME THIS              DAY OF 
 
                                        , A.D. 2019. 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________                           
NOTARY PUBLIC 
 
 
 


	UPLAN
	REPORT OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF A PUBLIC HEARING
	BEFORE THE VILLAGE OF ARLINGTON HEIGHTS
	PLAN COMMISSION
	UCOMMISSION
	REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS had before the Village of
	Arlington Heights Plan Commission Meeting taken at the Arlington Heights Village
	Hall, 33 South Arlington Heights Road, 3rd Floor Board Room, Arlington Heights,
	Illinois on the 9th day of January, 2019 at the hour of 7:30 p.m.
	UMEMBERS PRESENT:
	UALSO PRESENT:
	SAM HUBBARD, Development Planner
	RONALD LeGRAND, SR.
	SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO
	NOTARY PUBLIC

