
SIGNAGE VARIATION REQUEST 
NOVEMBER 12, 2021 

     
OKW ARCHITECTS 

 600 W. Jackson, Suite 250 

Chicago, Illinois 60661 

P: 312.798.7700 

okwarchitects.com 

ARLINGTON TOWN SQUARE – OFFICE CENTER ENTRANCE 

31 S. EVERGREEN AVE.  

ARLINGTON HEIGHTS, IL 60005 

SECTION 30-902 STANDARDS: 

a. THE PARTICULAR DIFFICULTY OR PECULIAR HARDSHIP IS NOT SELF-CREATED BY THE 

PETITIONER. 

DUE TO THE UNIFORMITY OF THE EXISTING OFFICE CENTER ENTRANCE WITH THE 

ADJACENT STOREFRONTS, USERS OF THE SECOND FLOOR TENANT SPACES HAVE 

DIFFICULTY NAVIGATING THE SITE, LEAVING THE SECOND FLOOR TENANT SPACES 

UNDESIRABLE FOR LEASING.  

b. THE GRANTING OF THE VARIATION SHALL NOT CREATE A TRAFFIC HAZARD, A 

DEPRECIATION OF NEARBY PROPERTY VALUES, OR OTHERWISE BE DETRIMENTAL TO 

THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY, MORALS AND WELFARE. 

 

THE AREA OF THE PROPOSED NEW SIGNAGE WILL UTILIZE UNUSED STOREFRONT,  

SPECIFIC TO THE SECOND FLOOR TENANTS.  FIRST FLOOR TENANT’S SIGNAGE AREAS  

WILL BE MAINTAINED AND UNAFFECTED BY THIS PROPOSED SIGNAGE.  ADDITIONALLY,  

DUE TO THE LOCATION OF THE EXISTING OFFICE CENTER ENTRANCE ON THE  

INTERIOR OF THE SITE, THE PROPOSED NEW SIGNAGE WILL HAVE LIMITED VISIBILITY  

FROM TRAFFICED EVERGREEN AVENUE.   

 

c. THE VARIATION WILL SERVE TO RELIEVE THE APPLICANT FROM THE DIFFICULTY 

ATTRIBUTABLE TO THE LOCATION, TOPOGRAPHY, CIRCUMSTANCES ON NEARBY 

PROPERTIES OR OTHER PECULIAR HARDSHIP; AND NOT MERELY SERVE TO PROVIDE 

THE APPLICANT WITH A COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGE OVER SIMILAR BUSINESSES.  

 

SIMILAR TO THE WAY ALL THE FIRST FLOOR TENANT’S HAVE A GROUND FLOOR  

ENTRANCE WITH THEIR ASSOCIATED SIGNAGE, THE PROPOSED NEW SIGNAGE  

AFFORDS THE SECOND FLOOR TENANTS THE SAME ADVANTAGE FOR USERS TO  

NAVIGATE TO THEIR SPACES FROM THE GROUND. 

 

d. THE VARIATION WILL NOT ALTER THE ESSENTIAL CHARACTER OF THE LOCALITY 

 

THE PROPOSED NEW SIGNAGE MATCHES THE RELATIVE SCALE OF THE 

SURROUNDING SITE SIGNAGE AND THE CHARACTER OF PREVIOUSLY APPROVED SIGN  

VARIATIONS.   

 

e. THE APPLICANT’S BUSINESS CANNOT REASONABLY FUNCTION UNDER THE 

STANDARDS OF THIS CHAPTER.  

 

THOUGH SECOND FLOOR TENANT’S ARE AFFORDED A PORTION OF THE FAÇADE FOR THEIR 

OWN SIGNAGE, ADDITIONAL WAYFINDING SIGNAGE IS REQUIRED TO HELP USER’S OF THE SITE 

NAVIGATE TO THE SECOND FLOOR FROM THE GROUND.  
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NEW OFFICE ENTRY

STUDY
21 S Evergreen Ave . Arlington, IL

September 10, 2021
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Project #: 20079

OKW ARCHITECTS

600 W. Jackson, Suite 250

Chicago, IL 60661
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GROUND LEVEL
0' - 0"

A-200

D6

A-200

D3

PROPOSED NEW TENANT DIRECTORY SIGNAGE

PROPOSED NEW BLADE SIGNAGE

EXISTING PARKING GARAGE SIGNAGE TO REMAIN

EXISTING ORANGE BRICK TO BE STAINED TO MATCH 
EXISTING BRICK AT ARLINGTON TOWN SQUARE

10
' -

 1
0 

3/
4"

27
' -

 7
 3

/4
"

EXISTING PARKING GARAGE SIGNAGE 
TO REMAIN

EXISTING AWNING AND ASSOCIATED 
ATTACHMENTS TO BE REMOVED

EXISTING OFFICE CENTER ENTRANCE TO 
REMAIN

EXISTING DOOR TO PARKING GARAGE 
STAIRS TO REMAIN

EXISTING EXIT FROM PARKING 
GARAGE TO REMAIN

2' - 4"

16
' -

 9
"

SIGNAGE LETTERING, 12" 
HEIGHT ROUTED LETTERS 
WITH SEMI-TRANSPARENT 
WHITE LEXAN BACKING.  
LETTERS TO BE ALL CAPS 
AND INTERNALLY 
ILLUMINATED.

METAL SIGNAGE CABINET, 
FIRESTONE UNA-CLAD 
FLUOROCARBON ALUMINUM.  
COLOR EXTRA DARK BRONZE 
(MP1577) OR APPROVED 
EQUAL

1' - 0"

METAL SIGNAGE CABINET, 
FIRESTONE UNA-CLAD 
FLUOROCARBON ALUMINUM.  
COLOR EXTRA DARK BRONZE 
(MP1577) OR APPROVED 
EQUAL

3' - 1"

METAL SIGNAGE CABINET, FIRESTONE UNA-CLAD 
FLUOROCARBON ALUMINUM.  COLOR EXTRA DARK 
BRONZE  (MP1577), OR APPROVED EQUAL.

16
' -

 9
"

9"

LIGHTING BAND, SEMI-TRANSPARENT WHITE LEXAN 
WITH INTERAL ILLUMINATION.  

T
Y

P
.

10
"

2'
 -

 0
"

7' - 0"

9'
 -

 6
"

SIGNAGE LETTERING, 10" HEIGHT ROUTED 
LETTERS WITH SEMI-TRANSPARENT WHITE 
LEXAN BACKING. LETTERS TO BE ALL CAPS AND 
INTERNALLY ILLUMINATED.

SIGNAGE LETTERING, 6" HEIGHT ROUTED 
LETTERS FIRESTONE FLUOROCARBON STEEL. 
COLOR BONE WHITE (MN1558).  LETTERS TO BE 
ALL CAPS.

METAL SIGNAGE CABINET, FIRESTONE UNA-CLAD 
FLUOROCARBON ALUMINUM.  COLOR EXTRA DARK 
BRONZE  (MP1577), OR APPROVED EQUAL.

TOTAL SIGN AREA: 66.5 SF MAX.
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SCALE: 1/4" = 1'-0"A-200

PROPOSED SOUTH OFFICE ENTRYA7

SCALE: 1/4" = 1'-0"A-200

EXISTING SOUTH OFFICE ENTRYA3

SCALE: 1/2" = 1'-0"A-200

PROPOSED BLADE SIGN ELEVATIOND7

SCALE: 1/2" = 1'-0"A-200

PROPOSED BLADE SIGN SIDE ELEVATIOND6

SCALE: 1/2" = 1'-0"A-200

PROPOSED TENANT DIRECTORY SIGNAGED3
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MATERIAL LIST 

NOVEMBER 12, 2021 

     
OKW ARCHITECTS 

 600 W. Jackson, Suite 250 

Chicago, Illinois 60661 

P: 312.798.7700 

okwarchitects.com 

MATERIAL LIST 

1. PETITIONER NAME: OKW ARCHITECTS 

2. DATE: NOVEMBER 12, 2021 

3. PROJECT: ARLINGTON TOWN SQUARE – OFFICE CENTER  

4. LOCATION: 21 S. EVERGREEN AVE., ARLINGTON HEIGHTS, IL 60005 

OFFICE CENTER ENTRANCE SIGNAGE:  

TENANT DIRECTORY SIGN 

NON-ILLUMINATED LETTERING:  FIRESTONE BUILDING PRODUCTS, FLUOROCARBON STEEL  

“BONE WHITE” #MP1558 

METAL CABINET:  FIRESTONE BUILDING PRODUCTS, FLUORCARBON ALUMINUM 

“EXTRA DARK BRONZE” #MP1577 

ILLUMINATED LETTERING:  SEMI-TRANSPARENT WHITE LEXAN  

 

BLADE SIGN 

SIDE LIGHTING BAND:  SEMI-TRANSPARENT WHITE LEXAN 

METAL CABINET:  FIRESTONE BUILDING PRODUCTS, FLUORCARBON ALUMINUM 

“EXTRA DARK BRONZE” #MP1577 

ILLUMINATED LETTERING:  SEMI-TRANSPARENT WHITE LEXAN 
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